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The ecclesiastical statistics herein contained have been 
compiled with the hope they may be of use to administrators 
and social scientists in interpreting the achievements and 
needs of the Church in Latin America. Frobably the most 
rapidly developing region of the world today, Latin America 
is bound to play an important role in shaping the course of 
international affairs. The quality and extent of the religious 
life of the people will have a bearing on how well that role 
is played. Hence the significance of basic data on the work 
of the Church in Latin America. 


A broad meaning has been given the term Latin America. As 
here used, it covers all the Western Hemisphere south of the 
Rio Grande, not excluding the islands of the Caribbean where 
English is the principal tongue or which are dependent upon 
the United States politically. 


Chief source of data is the 1954 Annuario Pontificio (the 
Vatican Folyglot Press). This annual for many years has 
listed useful information on the various dioceses and their 
ordinaries. Now for somewhat over a decade it also has included 
Selected statistics, as available, for each diocese and juris- 
diction. The 1954 edition was chosen for analysis as presenting 
the most complete information on hand at time of compilation of 
the tables. It is hoped later to prepare comparable tables for 
other years, as well as time series for particular items, thus 
providing some indication of trends and rates of change. 


Other sources used were the U.N. Demographic Yearbook, several 
standard encyclopedias and atlases, and miscellaneous statistical 
reports from various countries. Thus it proved possible to 
arrive at reasonable estimates of population and land area for 
countries or provinces, when the information given in the 
Annuario proved to be incomplete. 


Dioceses and dependent jurisdictions have been grouped by 
ecclesiastical provinces. These in turn are arranged alphabet- 
ically under each country, according to the common names of 
metropolitan sees. Ecclesiastical jurisdictions without ordinary 
of place (vicariates, prefectures, prelatures nullius, administra- 
tion apostolic, missions), are listed under the ecclesiastical 


province with which associated. Where no such relationship is 
indicated, the non-diocesan jurisdictions are placed together 
after all the provinces and established dioceses of a given 
country. 


The tables are arranged in two series. Those on South America 
and the outlying islands comprise Fart One of this brochure, 
while those on Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean Islands, 
are to be found in Fart Two. 


Data for each jurisdiction includes the following items: year 
founded or established; bishops; number of priests, secular and 
religious; parishes; churches and chapels; seminarians; religious 
houses; male and female religious; students in schools under 
Catholic auspices; charitable institutions; Catholic population; 
total population. All of these are as reported in the Annuario, 
with totals compiled for provinces and countries. At times there 
may appear inconsistencies under certain items, e.g. nunber of 
students, because of varying use of terms in reporting. ‘o far 
as possible these inconsistencies have been removed, but this was 
not always possible. 


The last three columns for any diocese present derived data 
on density of population per square mile, average number of 
Catholics per priest, average number of Catholics per parish. 
Complete data for any diocese, province or country is to be found 
on two pages so arranged as to face each other. 


The statistical work was done at Loyola College, Baltimore, 
under a grant for demographic research of which this was but an 
incidental portion. The grant from The Fopulation Council, nC 
was Supervised by the social science department of the College. 
The principal compilers were Donald J. Burton and Thomas K. Burch. 
Special thanks are due Samuel J. Cox, who subsequently assisted 
in checking the tables and preparing final copy. 


Baltimore, William J, Gibbons, S.J. 
Maryland 


Symbols and Abbreviations 


Data not available ears Vicariate apostolic V-A 
Magnitude negligible Prefecture apostolic P-A 

(or nil) --- Prelature nullius P_N 
Metropolitan see ¥ Administration 
Archdiocese Archd. apostolic A-A 
Ordinary of place a Immediately subject 

cardinal Cy) to Holy See Imm. Sub. 
Vacancy (1953) # 


PART ONE 


SOUTH AMERICA 
and 


Outlying Islands 


Tabular Data 
by 
Country, Province and Diocese 
with 


Summary for Region 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


and 


Outlying Islands 


SUMMARY 
Area 
Encyclopedia Britannica data 
Annuario Fontificio (totals) 
Population 


6,854,113 sq. miles 
7,406,019 sq. miles 


Estimates (1953) based on U.N. and coumtry 


data 
Annuario Fontificio (totals) 


Catholic Population (as reported) 


Archdioceses 

Dioceses# 

Vicariates Apostolic 
Prefectures Apostolic 
Administration Apostolic 


Cardinals 
Archbishops (including Cardinal archbishops) 
Bishops 
Priests (total) 
Secular 
Religious 


Religious Women 


Farishes 
Churches and chapels 


Catholics per Parish (average) 
Catholics per Priest (average) 


(#) Prelatures nullius are included. 


120,119,000 
115,816,000 


102 , 664,000 


11,730 
4,604 


Most of these are 


in Brazil, where 30 such prelacies are reported, along 
with 66 regularly established dioceses and 20 archdioceses. 


PART Two 


CENTRAL AMERICA, MEXICO 
and 


CARIBBEAN ISLANDS 


Tabular Data 
by 
Country or Administrative Unit, Province 
and Diocese 
with 


Summaries for Region 
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and 


CARIBBEAN ISLANDS 


SUMMARIES 


Area 


Encyclopedia Britannica (sq. miles) 
Annuario Fontificio i 7 


Fopulation 
Estimates (1953) based on U.N. and 


Country Data 
Annuario Fontificio (totals) 


Catholic Fopulation (as reported) 


Archdioceses 

Dioceses 

Vicariates Apostolic 
Frefectures Apostolic 
Administration Apostolic 


Cardinals 
Archbishops (including Cardinal archbishops) 
Bishops 
Priests (total) 
Secular 
Religious 


Religious Women 


Farishes 
Churches 


Catholics per Parish (average) 
Catholics per Priest (average) 


Central America 
and Mexico 


991, 985 
997, 366 


37,880,000 
34,977,000 


33,643,000 


Caribbean 
islands 


89,952 
100,377 


16,932,000 
16, 461,000 


13, 487,000 


16 
re) 


(*) Includes Cuba and practically all islands of the Caribbean, 


independent or dependent. 


Several smaller islands, under the 


jurisdiction of one or other South American mainland country, 
are excepted. Thus, San Andrés y Provideneia are included 


with totals for Colombia, in Fart I. 
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